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When you need to shape and smooth
convex or concave surfaces, the
spokeshave is the way to go. And for my
money, nothing beats the feel and finesse
of a wood bodied shave. Kansas City
Windsor Tool Works produce a nice
assortment of shaves in various sizes and
configurations. Their new line of 'small
shaves' includes a flat bottomed shave (for
flat and outside curves), a bull nose shave
(for both inside and outside curved work),
and a cigar shave (for small radius inside
curves). The flat and bull nose shaves are
about 11⁄16" x 1" x 10 1⁄4" and the cigar shave
is 5⁄8" x 3⁄4" x 81⁄4". The replaceable wear
plates are made of metal. Depth-of-cut is
managed by removing the blade, and
adjusting the set screws found under the
blade tangs. You can adjust your shaving
thickness without adjusting the depth of

cut: simply use one side of the blade for
fine cuts and the other side for coarser
cuts. These fully sharpened 1 1⁄2" wide A2
steel blades hold an edge very well, and
come with concise sharpening instruc-
tions. For shaping chair rails, rungs,
furniture edges, working on tight inside or
outside curves, a narrower blade on a
small shave does a very effective job.
These shaves worked just as well being
pulled or pushed, on hardwood. softwood
or exotic woods, as long as the cutting

action is with the grain of the wood. I got
the best results when holding the shave
blade at a skew to the grain. The shaves
are feather light, and the delicate handles
feel wonderful in the hand. They
look great and with proper care will last a
lifetime.
Kansas City Windsor Tool Works
Price: $118 (straight and bullnose),
$95 (cigar)
www.kcwtw.com
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Norton waterstones are fast becoming my
favourite. They are of a generous size
(3" wide, 8" long), cut aggressively, wear
less quickly than other waterstones, and
are competitively priced. Nonetheless, as
with all waterstones, they wear away
quickly – which is what they are designed
to do. This means that you need to con-
stantly re-flatten them, else your honing
will be for naught. One common way to
flatten is to rub a coarser waterstone
against a finer grit stone, and to rub the
coarsest stone against a block of concrete,
a diamond stone, or sandpaper adhered to
glass. European Hand Tools has a new
product that really simplifies, and consid-
erably speeds up, the flattening process.

Their new Norton flattening stone (1" x 3"
x 8") is a coarse grit silicon carbide stone
with diagonal grooves cut into one face.
These grooves provide space for the slurry
removed during the flattening process to
run off. The advantage of these stones is
that they are extremely flat, and have a
very hard bond specifically engineered to
flatten waterstones. In use this stone pro-
duced an extremely flat surface on a range
of waterstones, from 200 grit to 4000
(including non-Norton brands). You do
need to impregnate your stones with water 

before flattening. A few strokes of your
waterstones over the flattening stone after
each use will ensure that your stones
remain constantly flat. Efficient, effective,
affordable.
Item N2200-00, $27.90 + shipping
www.europeanhandtools.com
888-222-8331  �����
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